nddy and Rose Field used to
compare their home to a cave
Typical of its type, their
Seattle-area rambler was built
in the carly 19605 as a jumble
of small rooms linked ty narrow

wwrridors. Worse still, the inside

red little hint of the st

ne everything
Andy sary:
ing a hand through th

£ that now surrounds him as he

stands, cradling his yearold daugh-
ter, Katherine, in the center of the
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i Wl that
Blocked off the kitchen and
entry were reploced with firee.
standing dividers that fulfi! the
function of ordinary walis—
housing closets and displaying
ant, for svample—witiout imher
rupting the flow of the ceili

M7 =

walls and add glass to bring light into a house



F as its interiorn
Loscal regulati rerning building
near wetlands had changed in the 4o
yEArs since it on, prohibiting
major altarati bar, p. 641,
et today the hardly cawern-
like. Its interior reads more like an aivy
forest that ectend s not only throwgh bat
benyoind its g are-foot area (e site
plan, p. 64} Sesaral of the walls that
beomead the houwsa into separabe spaces are
broad corner wine
wning the whole
of the interior to the cutdo In the
center of the house, the stripped trunk
of a Douglas fir b up a central bseam.
Coupled with a glass panel rclded with

Photce: except where nobed: Karen Tanaka; before, cowrtesy ol mlie Campbdl; alier, courtesy ol Gragg Frogsiad




ERMHT IDEA The bank of windows that fight the npsiairs )
landing was Andy’s suggestion: * thought, wowldn't it be  Often used today to describe

cool ta come out of the master bedroom and be able to the narmws veranda tepical of

e trees as you come down the corrid or?”

the likenesses of ferns and other wegeta
tiom om the property, it's a visible and
vary tangible link o the great outdoors

Expanding the plans

The home's redesign is itsalf quite a
meandar from the Fialds' initial plans
for improving thair home. Rose had
purchased the property in 193g as a
Fioarupper, and for seeral yaars they
had b=en doing small projects. They
wanted o make a bigger impact but
weeTen't sure how, After salecting CTA
Design Builders of Seattle as their
architectbailder {see sidebar, p. 63, they
sat downwith architect Julie Campbell,
“At our First mesting, we told Julie we
might naed a new ook and new win-
dines,” Anidy recalls. “But 1 think we
abwinys knew we'd nead more than that”

Campheall save the potantial right sy
1 asleed if thes wars willing o haws me
thinlk creativeby on a larger scals® she
explaing. Campbell dreve up teo plans:
one that stayed within the soope of the
Fiald="initial inquiry, and a second,
miore ambitious blueprint “¥When they
amw this, they knew itwas the direction
thesy weantad to g0 she =calls

“The space between™

Pricrity ome for the Fialds was bringing
mmore light inko the interion “The houss
weits barTibhy dark in the winter,
snwe askad her o haea light
anbar at every possible loca:
tion,” Andy recalls,

“The intent of the design
weas 0 make the houss fes]
like the quintassantial Morth-
wast homea, like a parilion in
the woods" Camnphall explains.
“To dio this, it was important
to hizpee @ strong a connection
b the outside s possible”

In making that commection,
the architect drew on the
[apanese concept of engaun

[apanese homes, the attituda

WE STAYED IN
THE HOUSE
DURING
CONSTRUCTION

They warned us about staying in the
heuze during the remadel, becaus it
would be too dusty and there would
b= a lot of disruption and pericds of
pewer and water outages. Honethe-
less, we chose to stay in the basement,
which had a kitchenatte and a bath. 1t
was incorvenient but not so bad that
we felt we should get out. Of course,
extravagant dinmer parties and guiet
marnings in bed had to wait

For me, being present on the job site
had its rewards. First, | was reassured
that progress was being made even
when it wasn't visually obvious. 1 was
also able to establish a friendship with
the carpenters, electricians, plumbers,
and others who worked on the pro-
ject. When you have a good relation-
ship with someons, they do better
work and are mare forthceming when
prablems arise

At the same time, | was surprised at
hew much 1'was able to contribute.
Even though we had detailed drawings
from the architect, there were still a
theusand small decisiens to be made.
Did | want to sawve arything from the
demolition” Where exactly did 1 want
the cabinet deorknobs? If you really
want a custom home, then you should
be there to customize

1 must emphasize that there is a fine
lime batween being a helpful home
owner and an interfering pain-in-the-
rear. | never told amy contractor how
to do his job, even if | felt something
was amiss; that is the job of the pro-
ject supervisor. But 1 do think having
anather pair of eves on the work site
helps aveid praklems. You do some-
times see things that everyone else
has missed. &nd, in the end. thatwill
bring you much cleser to those dinner
parties and relaxing mornings in bed.

—dndy Field, homeowner

MARCH/AFRIL Z004 &1



it inspires datkes back to the building of
ancient termples. “The translation is “the
space betwaen'—bebeeen inside and
cutside, betwaen a boby place and a sac
ular place,” Camplsall explains.

Her design eases the transition from
ingide o outgide in several arecs of the
homsa b exctending the plans of the
floor outside onts lowe decks accassible
by sliding glass doors. She also refash
ioned the front entrance, top ping it
with a glass canopy that shaltars while
admitting sunlight The canopy is sup
ported bo a pair of fir tres trunks that
create a conceptual link babween the
liwa firs on the property and the fir
posts inside the houase,

ALWAYE IM SIGHT One-

year-old Katherine Field
plays in the entonway just
below her dad s computer
station. Open railings mark

Just inside the front door,
state tiles mix gradually
with wood fleoring to soft-
en the visual tramsition
between indoors and ot

SMALL RETREAT By mov-
ing the dining room wal
in, architect julie Camphbel!
wasable to create a small
covered porch on the back
af the house without vie-
lating restrictions against
buiding there.

INVITED IN
Large, wrap-
arcd wir-
dows and
wondwork
restored to

In other areas, the technique is more
subrtle. The slate surface outside the
front entry passes through the doorwany
without the interruption of a threshold.
Inside, the slate transitions o wood
Flocring one or bwo tiles at a time.
There is no sharp line announcing an
arrieal indoors (photo left). That small,
seemingh uvnnoticeable featura, say=
Andy, “has prosen incredibly popular
among our friends.”

Rermoving walls but retaining spaces

There was nothing subtle about Camp-
bell's approach b the home's interion
Criginally, the lising room, kitchen, and
dining area were separated by a thick
white stome wall containing a central
Firaplace and an indoor barbequea,
Camphel]l proposad remoning the wall
and building a new fireplace on the
other sida of the Irving room. “It was a
bold mose” she recalls, “but Andy
biought into it right v

¥all= that separated the lving room
from the entry and the dining room
from the kitchen were replaced with
freestanding drridars. Stopping sereral
fesat short of the ceiling, they satis by the
nead for storage and strachare withoot
cormpletehy closing off the spacas. *
didn't weant to hawae amye thing that
ohstructed the reading of the ceiling
as a full canopy” Camnpleall explains.
“On the other hand, it was important
to hiave the walls there. They contain
features—including closets and
hookups for kitchen appliances—that
gt a lot of intenss use, and they do
provide definition to the space”

¥ith the central wall gone, the large
Fir beam formming the spine of the house
erarged as a defining featura, Maslked
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' —Andy Field
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QUTSIDE INSIDE The tru
fir supports the home's ce
e & s a giass pans! fabrical
u:ujm:mr: wsing cashings a_;l" ants
nperty. i separates tive kl:r:tl:n_frn-l
Mr while maintaining an open feel.

-f* ern

FINDING
THE RIGHT
ARCHITECT

e of the first
steps Andy and Rose
took toward remod-
elimg was te attend a
Saturday moming
seminar fior home-
owners at the Seattle
offices of the Ameri-
cam Institwte of Ar-
chitects. The two-
and-a-half hoar
sesshom answered
their basic questioms
about hiring am ar-
chitect, qualifica-
tioms to look for, and
what costs te expect.
They also made use
of the offices lecal
Besource Cember for
Architecture, in
which visiters can
view portfolies of
memib ers’ work
Services and re-
saurces vary at the
reughly 300 ALA
COMPOTENts, oF
chapters, threughout
the country. To find
your nearest chapter,
call 800-242-3837
or visit the & 's
matiomal Web site
fwww.aia.org) and
dlick en “about the
ALK" and then “com-
pomemts.” Yoo cam
also dick en “fimd an
architect™ for a list
of 414 members in
your area



CREATIVE SOLUTIONS BRING A SPLIT-LEVEL
UP TO DATE, DESPITE BUILDING RESTRICTIONS

&ndy and Rose Feld wanted 1o bring more light indo their 1550
houze and emphasize its connection to the outdoors. The result-
ing rernodel dees this on each of the home's three levels by

remowing walls, enb ging wirdows, and adding =lidi ng doors for
outside access. A store wall dividing the living and dining areas

&4

INEFPIRED HOWUSE

BEFORE was removed ; other walls were replaced
[T e T = AR with d iiders that stop short of the csiling.

| The bedroom lewel was opered 1o the

F1ib "1_1 rest of the house with the mrwersion of
| | "~ J_ N an extra bedroom to a landingoffice area.

| I 11175 I S — J The upstirs hallway, once long, narnow,
and dark, was widensd with an el formed

e by taking a portion of a long bathroom.

B &Y | N R B [ The lower level was abo transformed by

gy 8 1 P |
. i_ ol e |
_II - i Laggdey nj Gavage

combini g several small reoms inte ane
large open area, and connecting that bo
the outzide with a wall of sliding doors
leading to a lush rear yard filled with

native vegetation.
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bre wehibe paint for years, the baarm was
ko its natural finish, along with
that support the slatted ceiling.

Function and fum on the lower level

Laid out with mooms on both sides of a

arnp-
it
in the front of the housa wonld remain
saparate, while thosa in the back vould
be combined into one large space.
Andy got higwish when a small dark
bredrocmn in front was turnad into a madia
rooan with a rear-projection TV, refriger
ated benarage draveers, and a leathar
couch. Rose got har wish, too, when the
rooms along the back were combined
into one
back

& dred oo

. ] abways wanted a room

that would totalbe open b the cout-
dioanrs,” Fosa aaid.

R guring the home's lovwer lewvel
weid Tk weithionat ita difficulties, th l:luE!'h.
¥ hen Andy and ealized that
mirving the povedear 1weoald resquire
jack-harmmering the crete floor for
neve plumbing, they nearky abandoned
the idaa. But the tho didn't faze
Campbell, a fact that comsinced Andy
o

ust B00 T 0 (=] aipils
he =aid, emphasizing a point he had
that wea wanted o get to the vard, and
Julie made it happen.” [A
Debra | sdber is an associare edicor

See Resonrees on page 94,
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